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Kalidasa to a system of irrigation may be corroborated by the Arthasastra and
by facts from history. The Arihafdstn?- notices such a department as of
irrigation yielding revenue, and Megasthenes2, the Greek ambassador at the
court of the Mauryan emperor Candragupta, makes a mention of it in his des-
cription of the Mauryan administration.

Excise

Although there is no evidence in Kalidasa of a tax levied on liquor shops,
their existence in a large number is attested to by him. He refers to them as a
common sight by the side of streets3; and it cannot be imagined that such a
source of income should have been left untaxed when we find the realiza-
tion of revenue to have been so thorough as not to exempt even the
ascetics. It may be noted in this connection that the Arthasdstra^ makes them
yield enormous revenue, where it also gi^es directions as to how liquor shops
should be decorated in order to attract notice and to give comfort to
their customers.

State Monopolies and Other Undertakings

The construction of bridges and running of ferry, farming, rearing of cattle
and catching of elephants6 were the chief State monopolies which yielded much
income. Mines, which were exhaustively dug, appear to have been very rich
in minerals6. They were so important a source of revenue in ancient India that
the Arthai&stra devotes a full chapter7 to them and says that they 'are the source
of whatever is useful in battle/8 Elephants also must have yielded considerable
income in the market of ivory after they had been utilized for the military pur-
poses of the State. They might have been even sold alive. The Arthafastra
considers elephant forests as a source of elephants and as such advocates their
preservation9.

Several other undertakings of the State brought no less income to the cof-
fers of the Crown. Construction of bridges10 (setu\ keeping of pasture lands and
rearing of the cattle (vdrta) were some other profitable engagements of the State,
Bridges might have yielded an income in the shape of ferries, and if we care to
explain the phrase setu in light of the interpretation given by the Arthatdstta
on setxbandbd) we can derive from it the sense of 'building of any kind11/ There
might have been a nominal tax on the grazing of cattle in almost fr$e State pas-
tures which the Arthasastra considers to be the source of cows, horses and camels
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